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Magnesia Litera for a Romanian Novel
PRAGUE- The author of the publication, which became the Czech book of the year of 2006, is the Romanian writer Petru Cimpoesu. The novel Simion Liftnicul, translated by Jiří Našinec and published by the Dybbuk publishing house, was in the annual Magnesia Litera book prize awarded also in the category of translated books. The awards for the best books published in the past year in the Czech Republic were distributed in the Municipal Library and directly broadcasted by the Czech TV. 
The book Simion Liftnicul brings the reader to the contemporary Romania, which after the fall of the Ceausescu´s dictatorship seeks the path to the democracy, with all the obstacles and doubts of its citizens. In a panel house of one Moldavian city, Simion, an old man, decides, after the fashion of the eremites, resorting to desert, to go by the elevator to the roof of the house and there call for the reformation of the morals. The critics appreciated mainly the stratificated narration full of irony, bitter humour, satirical remarks and also the metaphysical transcendention of the story. According to the critics such a complex contemporary novel hasn´t appeared in the Czech Republic for a very long time. The Litera award for the year´s break-through got David Zábranský for his debut called Slabost pro každou jinou pláž (The Weakness for Every Other Beach), published by Argo. The novel-essay of this young writer has been accepted very positively by the critics, though they noticed either conscious or unconscious, but for sure noticeable inspiration by Milan Kundera. The Litera award for fiction literature was awarded to Radka Denemarková for her book Peníze od Hitlera (Money from Hitler), published in Host. The award for poetry went to Stanislav Dvorský for his collection called Oblast ticha (The Sphere of Silence), published by Knihovna Jana Drdy. The innovation of this year was the Litera award for journalism. It was awarded to Petra Dvořáková for her book of interviews called Proměněné sny (The Transformed Dreams), published by Host in Brno. The writer interviewed people having a singificant experience with the faith in God and with the catholic religion. In the category of the educational literature the prize was awarded to the publication entitled Zamrzlá evoluce (The Frozen Evolution) by Jaroslav Flegr, published by Academia. The award for the children literature went to Iva Procházková for her Myši patří do nebe (Mice belong to the Heaven) from Albatros. Litera for the publishing  enterprise was awarded to the Oikoymenh publishing house for its  Dějiny filosofie (History of Philosophy) series. Earlier announced Litera award for the contribution to the Czech literature went to Vladimír Justl for the writing of Vladimír Holan and managing the Viola theater. The readers awarded the book entitled Grandhotel by Jaroslav Rudiš published in Labyrint, nominated in the prose category. 
