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The writer has the prize, the translator also the money
Prague – For the second time in the history of the Magesia Litera literary award it was a fiction literature which was awarded with the main prize of the Book of the Year. And for the first time it was a translated fiction literature – a novel of the Romanian writer Petru Cimpoesu entitled Simion Liftnicul. The award is financed with 200.000 CZK. They were taken by the translator Jiří Našinec. The same book won also in the category Litera for a translated book. 
"It seemed humorous to me the Litera would be awarded to a Romanian. But it was revealed that the reality is kind of a different: the money won’t go to the writer but to the translator. According to my opinion, they should devide it between themselves,“ says Jan Šavrda, owner of the publishing house dybbuk, which published Simion Liftnicul. 
The press release of the Sdružení Litera (Association Litera), covering the prizes, says: "This year the Karlovarské minerální vody (Karlovy Vary Mineral Water) Society also honores the author of the Book of the Year with the prize of 200.000 CZK.“ Member of the board of the association Pavel Mandys explains: "In the case of a translated literature the translator is perceived as an author. It’s one of two exceptions, when the prize for the Book of the Year doesn’t get the writer. The other exception is when the Book of the Year becomes also the winner of the category Publishing Enterprise.“ But neither the press materials nor the statut of the prizes mention these exceptions.

"Petru Cimpoesu will come May 1 to the Prague Book Fair Bookworld and I would be very happy to tell him – you won, here is your hundred thousand,“ says the publisher. "But I have no idea how would this end up. I have tried to contact Jiří Našinec by a couple of e-mails, but he hasn’t replied. I know he is a honest man, so I think he is very well aware something is not right, but he doesn’t know what to do with it.“ We were not able to obtain any reaction from Jiří Našinec yesterday. 

